
Minutes of Stirling Albion Supporters Trust Board on 24 October 2018 held at Forthbank 

Stadium 

 

Present :- Ian Allardice, John Buchan, Robert Clubb, Steve Kaney, Dave King, John Sanz, Steve 

Smith 

 

Apologies for absence :- John Turnbull 

 

1 Meeting with manager 

 

Club chairman Stuart Brown introduced the new manager Kevin Rutkiewicz who expressed his 

pleasure at being appointed and outlined his plans for the team, stating that he felt there was talent 

in the club that could lead to better results.  He plans to build on individuals' strengths and 

emphasised the need for using players with the correct character for getting the club up to a higher 

division.  He would aim to have some players who would be able to perform in league 1, but would 

expect to bring in some new faces if promotion is achieved. 

 

After half an hour Mr Brown and Mr Rutkiewicz left the meeting. 

 

Steve Kaney then said that the we had done well to work in tandem with the club board for this 

recruitment following the conflict between the two boards over the previous appointment. 

 

Robert gave more information on how the interviews had gone.  All three of the interviewers had 

placed the successful candidate first in all relevant categories.  Interviewees had been critical of our 

summer signing policies, though they felt that there were talented players at the club. 

 

In further discussion it was felt having an experienced mentor would be of value to the manager in 

his first job at that level.  The name of an experienced football manager who lives locally and has 

been seen at games at Forthbank was mentioned as a possibility.  We should suggest this to the club 

board. 

 

 

2 Communication with trust members and others 

 

Supporters Direct have been in contact to state that someone has contacted them raising concerns 

about the club.  No details were offered.  As we do not know what has been sent to Supporters 

Direct we shall take no further action at this point.  It was felt that going to SD to complain about 

something being amiss with ownership of the club was an odd way to proceed.  SD have stated that 

they recommended that the complainant should approach the Trust Board directly. 

 

A response will be sent to a member stating that we shall take no action over his allegations unless 

he can provide us with evidence to back up what he has claimed.  Steve Smith withdrew his 

suggestion that we should speak to the club board before replying and Steve Kaney will revise his 

previous draft response letter for approval and despatch. 

 

Trust Board members were asked to read the Child Protection Report again as concerns have been 

raised by a Trust member.   A response will be drafted once everyone has had a chance to consider 

both the report and the correspondence from the member. 

 

Steve Smith will assess the minutes of previous Trust board meetings to ensure that no confidential 

information is contained within.  Once agreed, the minutes will then be available to anyone who 

requests them.   



3 AGM 

 

Ian will look out last year's minutes. 

 

From the elected board John Turnbull and Ian Allardice are standing down and not seeking re-

election.  Robert Clubb and John Buchan are part way through their term of office and will continue 

without requiring to be voted back in.  Dave King will continue to be the supporters club 

representative. 

 

The three board members who joined after the new board was set up, Steve Kaney, John Sanz and 

Steve Smith will offer themselves for election at the meeting.  Other trust members may wish to 

join the board.  It is felt that the current board is around the right size and that we should see how 

many other candidates there are before recommending how many positions should be available. 

 

The two members standing down are the secretary and treasurer so these roles will have to be filled.  

Steve Smith is willing to be considered for the secretary's role.  When asking for board members we 

should specifically seek someone with the skills and experience required to do the treasurer's job. 

 

Ian stated that we also require a lottery manager and should look for someone to take this role.  The 

lottery is currently barely profitable and if it is to continue requires a relaunch.  There is also the 

possibility of merging it with other lotteries in the area or nationally.  Ian will provide Robert with 

more information which can then be sent to the membership. 

 

It is thought that Duncan Strathdee – who acted as interim chair after the previous Trust Board 

resigned - may have suitable forms for candidates for the board to complete as he provided these at 

the egm which set up the new board. 

 

There was discussion of other topics which should be discussed :- 

 

The working party on providing new governing documents for the trust will report its progress; 

 

There should be discussion of trust finances, covering at least the possibility of raising subscriptions 

and also having a separate fund for specific projects (e.g. covers to protect the pitch from frost). 

 

Steve Smith will draft an agenda and supporting letter. 

 

 

4 Revision of Trust Rules 

 

John Sanz reported that he had met with working group members prior to the match on 20th October 

and that initial work had been done on dividing the work into topics which could be progressed by 

individuals based on work done at other clubs. 

 

The working group has asked to see the legal advice on which the consortium bid was declared un-

constitutional. 

 

John is hopeful that the process can be completed in the coming twelve months with a view to new 

articles and policies being presented to an egm before the 2019 agm.  He is in contact with a 

Supporters Direct legal expert. 

 

 

 



 

 

5 Finances 

 

Ian reported that two £125 prizes had been won in the lottery so the jackpot continues to rise. 

 

 

6 Next Meeting 

 

Wednesday 7th November at 7p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 


